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Electronic Media
•	 January 11 - WTXL - President Murdaugh discusses TCC’s 50th anniversary

•	 January 13 - WCTV - Women Empowering Each Other expo hosted at TCC

•	 January 14 - WCTV - TCC honors 50 prominent alumni for 50th anniversary celebration

•	 January 19 - WTXL - WEI oyster aquaculture program waiting list growing rapidly

•	 January 21 - WTXL - Ghazvini radiologic tech alum Nakesha Houston interviewed

•	 January 22 - WTLH - Veteran, former inmate Harry Fordham unveils art exhibit in TCC Library

•	 January 22 - WCTV - TCC set to unveil African-American History calendar

•	 January 25 - WTXL - Free business incubator program for start-ups through TCC

•	 January 26 - WTLH - 2016 calendar ceremony features inspiring performances, speeches

•	 January 28 - WTXL - TCC hosts climate change lecture after Paris accord

•	 February 3 - WCTV - CareerSource holds job fair at TCC

•	 February 9 - CSPAN2 - Senator Bill Nelson lauds TCC in speech before Congress

•	 February 9 - WTXL - TCC prepares to host 20th annual Model United Nations conference

•	 February 11 - WCTV - Police investigate alleged sexual assault at Ghazvini Center

•	 February 11 - WCTV - Building Legacies Women’s Leadership Summit upcoming

•	 February 11 - WTXL - Sexual assault suspect arrested, charged

•	 February 12 - WTLH - Wakulla Environmental Institute moving into new building



4

The Society for Simulation in Healthcare has 
conferred accreditation through 2020 for the 
Tallahassee Community College Simulation Center at 
the Ghazvini Center for Healthcare Education.

The SSH Board of Review accredited the TCC center 
in the area of teaching and education after reviewing 
the program. Board members visited the Ghazvini 
Center on October 8, 2015, to tour the facilities, but 
full accreditation was not awarded until December.

“To be the second community college in the nation 
and the second accredited simulation center in the 
state of Florida is a huge accomplishment,” said Alice 
Nied, dean of healthcare professions and Ghazvini 
Center executive director. “We are so proud of 
program director Carla Dormeus and the rest of the 
staff.”

TCC’s program will be recognized Wednesday, January 
19, at the SSH’s Accreditation and Certification 
Reception in San Diego.

For information, contact Carla Dormeus at (850) 558-
4534 or dormeusc@tcc.fl.edu.

Capital Soup - January 11, 2016

TCC Simulation Center 
accredited through 2020 

CAPITAL SOUP

The Division of Workforce Development at Tallahassee 
Community College is kicking off the year with 
training opportunities geared toward professional 
and career development.

The spring 2016 schedule includes short courses 
on topics such as resume development, business 
writing, customer service and sales, retail operations, 
project management and Microsoft Office Specialist 
Certification exam preparation.

For a complete list of courses and for registration 
information, contact Lisa Powell at (850) 201-9436 or 
powelll@tcc.fl.edu.

TCC’s spring workforce classes 
announced 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (CAMPUS NOTES)

Tallahassee Democrat - January 11, 2016
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While the Tallahassee Community College’s men’s 
basketball team struggled during a rough five-game 
stretch, head coach Mark White said once the Eagles got 
healthy, they’d be a force to be reckoned with.

The “getting healthy” part was tricky. The Eagles went 
without several key pieces, including Lincoln High grad 
Jahvaughn Powell, and dropped five games in a row 
between Nov. 27 and Dec. 12.

That losing streak is a pretty distant memory now. The 
Eagles (14-7) have won seven in a row since the slide 
and have a week to prepare a road date with Northwest 
Florida State College (16-2) in Niceville. The Raiders are 
the No. 9 team in the NJCAA as well as the defending 
national champions.

“I think the greatest strength of our team right now is the 
togetherness and the team chemistry,” said White, who is 
in his first year as TCC’s head coach.

“They’re all very unselfish. They’re such a close-knit group 
on and off the court. They enjoy playing with each other. 
The No. 1 objective is nothing but winning. They’re a lot 
of fun to coach and a lot of fun to be around.”

Health has played a huge role in TCC’s turnaround, White 
said. Powell is back from a wrist injury and has scored in 
double digits four times in the five games since his return. 
He’s averaging 11.5 points per game, fourth on the Eagles.

“I told everybody what a difference Powell would make 
and it’s showing,” White said. “He’s a great leader and the 
guys really like him lot. I’m playing him 37, 38 minutes per 
game.

“We’re getting healthier so our chemistry is really good. 
Kids we’ve got have bought into the system. They’re 
working hard. They’re basically just battling and fighting 
throughout the game.”

Still, the Eagles are battling injuries to key players. 
Freshman guard Ryan Johnson, the Team’s No. 2 scorer 
with 14.1 points per game, has been out with a stress 
fracture since playing nine minutes against Gordon State 
College. White said he’s hoping to have Johnson back in 
practice this week.

“We’re giving him off again (Monday),” White said.

“We don’t play again until Saturday. We’ve still got some 
kids that have some injuries they’ve been fighting 
through. We’ll give them off another day this week. We 
hope to get Ryan back in practice this week. We can 
definitely get a lot better with him back. That’ll give us 10 
guys.”

Despite the injuries and the losing streak, the Eagles are 
getting hot at the right time. TCC is 3-0 in conference 
play for the first time since 2007. A win against Northwest 
Florida State College would give TCC a perfect 4-0 record 
in its first round of conference games.

“I always say all the credit goes to the players,” White said.

“I’m a very tough, hard-nosed, discipline-type coach. 
Sometimes that’s not easy on the players. When you got 
to this point in January, all of the kids that are with the 
program have bought in. I can’t say enough about these 
kids and everything they’ve done since I’ve been here.”

TCC men on roll as team gets healthier 
Now 3-0 in league play, Eagles have battle against defending champs looming
JORDAN CULVER 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Democrat - January 12, 2016
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The Gadsden County Commission recognized Tallahassee Community College’s 50th Anniversary last week with a 
proclamation.

This year, 2016, marks Tallahassee Community College’s 50th year of service to the community.

In the Fall of 1966 the college began as Tallahassee Junior College, changing to the current name four years later.

TCC has since grown into an institution service over 37,000 credit and non-credit students annually across seven 
campuses in three counties.

TCC President Jim Murdaugh, who was present to receive the proclamation, praised the two Gadsden County TCC 
trustees, Randy Pople and Eugene Lamb, for making sure that Gadsden County is constantly on the agenda.

“TCC has seen some of the most hard working, most dedicated people come through its doors over the last 50 years, 
students and employees alike. Each of them have shaped the college in their own way,” Murdaugh said.

He added that the new TCC facility being built on Pat Thomas Parkway in Quincy represents permanent roots in 
Gadsden County and the school’s commitment to the community.

The proclamation stated in part:

Tallahassee Community College has grown from 698 in the Fall of 1966 to nearly 14,000 credit-seeking students today.

Tallahassee Community College is the top transfer school to Florida A&M University and Florida State University.

A 2013 economic impact study determined that Tallahassee Community College, its students and former students 
contribute more than $387 million in income to the regional economy each year.

Havana Herald - January 14, 2016

County honors TCC for 50 years
BYRON SPIRES 
HAVANA HERALD
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Havana Herald & Wakulla News - January 14, 2016
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Tallahassee Democrat - January 15, 2016

For Godby High School graduate Al Dennis, the choice to 
continue his education at Tallahassee Community College 
made sense. Friends, including Lorenzo Alexander, were 
attending. It was convenient, offered courses in law 
enforcement, and most of all, it was easier on his finances.

“It was certainly a good call,” said Dennis, who later 
earned a degree from Florida State University and 
started a 31-year-career at the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement, where he spent the last 10 years as 
inspector general. He retired in 2014.

“We decided to join together over there,” Dennis said of 
the Godby graduates making the same transition. “It was 
the quality of education they provided to us, and it was 
affordable.”

Dennis is among the 50 graduates being recognized this 
year as TCC celebrates its 50th anniversary. Many of the 
honorees attended a crowded reception Thursday night 
at the Ghazvini Center for Healthcare Education. The 
college has activities planned throughout the year. (Visit 
www.50.tcc.fl.edu)

The sprawling health care complex located near 
Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare itself is significant as 
it represents one of seven TCC campus locations for the 
institution that first offered classes in the fall of 1966 as 
Tallahassee Junior College.

“It is a remarkable year we are kicking off now,” TCC 
President Jim Murdaugh said. “We have had 50 amazing 
years.”

The graduates represent a cross section of Tallahassee, 
from prominent business owners to health care 
professionals to career public service employees and 
entrepreneurs.

Most of them talked about the benefits of attending TCC, 
including the smaller classrooms, the personal contact 
with professors and course offerings that helped them 
“find” their career choices.

Shannon Moore attended TCC for about a year after 
graduating in 1989 from Leon High School. She left a year 
later after she decided, “I needed to figure it out.” She 
got married and returned at age 27, and as the mother 

of a 1-year-old, to finish her degree, and continue her 
education at FSU.

Today, she is a registered dietitian and owner of F.U.E.L., 
a nutrition consulting firm. She and her sister also own 
Paisley Café; while she and her husband, Bruce, own 
Finnegan’s Wake, a bar in Midtown. The couple plans to 
open a restaurant soon in the area.

“It was a good transition for me to go the school and not 
get lost,” she said of TCC. “I loved it.”

Bert Hartsfield, who is retiring this year after spending 24 
years as Leon County Property Appraiser, was working 
the crowd of familiar faces as if he were still campaigning.

Unlike his brothers, one who became an attorney and 
another who is a physician/health care administrator, 
Hartsfield said he wasn’t as excited about school. He had 
a job, working noon to 5 p.m. and needed to find a class 
schedule that worked for him.

He found it at TCC, where he earned an AA degree and 
later graduated from FSU with a degree in real estate.

“The key to me staying in school was someone telling 
me to go to the president’s office,” Hartsfield said of 
his attempts to find courses that met his schedule. 
Sure enough, then President Fred Turner found a class 
schedule that worked.

“He made it possible so I could take classes and continue 
my employment,” Hartsfield said.

TCC celebrates anniversary with 50 success stories 
Alumni praise school for flexible schedules, personal attention
BYRON DOBSON 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

9



I feel very fortunate to be at the helm of Tallahassee Community College as we celebrate our golden anniversary. This 
institution has seen some of the hardest working, most dedicated people come through its doors over the last 50 
years.

Speaking on behalf of TCC’s District Board of Trustees, administration, faculty and staff, it has been an absolute 
pleasure to serve generations of Leon, Gadsden and Wakulla students over the past five decades. We are proud to 
have touched the lives of so many families in our community. We have provided our students with a quality education 
and encouragement to grow, and in return those students have graduated to provide our community with a strong 
economy, leadership and achievement.

To all who have given us the opportunity to educate you and partner with you, thank you for being a part of TCC’s 
history and allowing TCC to be a part of your success.

Looking ahead, I know that while many things will change, Tallahassee Community College’s core values will not. We 
are dedicated to providing a learning environment that prepares students for success in a global economy. We will 
be responsive to the needs of our community and make adjustments to our offerings in response to changes in the 
marketplace. We will offer programs that lead to careers. To this end, we have made major commitments to our service 
district through our county-specific workforce institutes.

Access is the hallmark of a community college. At TCC, we don’t have GPA minimums or extracurricular requirements 
– we have an open door. We keep college affordable by maintaining one of the lowest tuition rates in the state. Every 
semester we welcome a vibrant and diverse group of students. Each one is an individual, and we are here to bring out 
the best in them, to help them succeed from their first class to graduation and beyond.

Over the past 50 years, this college has represented the community with distinction both locally and nationally. We 
are proud of what’s been built here. We will continue to be demand-driven and student-centered, we will continue to 
maintain a high level of quality both in the way we provide education and the way we run our enterprise.

In honor of this momentous year, I want to thank all of our community members, past and present, for making TCC 
such a special place. We would not be where we are today if it weren’t for the efforts of so many who care about the 
success of our institution.

Please join us as we celebrate in 2016. We will present a photographic tribute to the college’s legacy as well as a first 
look at TCC’s 50th anniversary short film on Thursday, Jan. 28, from 5:30-7 p.m. in the TCC Fine and Performing Arts 
Center. This is just one of many events you can find out more information about on our anniversary site at 50.tcc.fl.edu.

Here’s to the next 50.

TCC celebrates legacy while building a future
JIM MURDAUGH 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (MY VIEW)

Tallahassee Democrat - January 15, 2016
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Tallahassee Magazine - January-February 2016
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World Series Champion, major league All-Star and Tallahassee Community College alumnus Lorenzo Cain did not have 
a conventional journey to sports stardom. Cain did not even learn how to play the game until his sophomore year at 
Madison County High School. And he only tried out for the baseball team when he was not chosen for the school’s 
basketball team.

“I definitely started out a lot later than normal people,” Cain said. “To get a chance to get a full scholarship to TCC was 
definitely a blessing.”

Cain said TCC was the only school to give him a shot. “They gave me a great opportunity, getting a chance to play for 
Coach McLeod.”

TCC men’s baseball coach Mike McLeod recalled, “Halfway through the spring I realized that we have somebody really 
special here. And then he got into the minor leagues and struggled a little bit, but he kept figuring stuff out and kept 
taking that next step forward. Now he is one of the best players in the major leagues and the world seems to love him.”

Cain began his pro career playing for Milwaukee’s Rookie League Helena Brewers. In 2006, he was moved up to the 
Class A West Virginia Power, but it wasn’t until 2010 that he was called up to big leagues by the Brewers. And then he 
was traded to the Kansas City Royals.

It would turn out to be a perfect match. In 2014, Cain led the Royals to their first playoff appearance since 1985 and 
was named MVP of the American League Championship Series. The Royals eventually lost to the Giants in Game 7 of 
the World Series. The next season, Cain was named a starter for the American League All-Star Team. But the highlight 
of his career came on Nov. 1, 2015, when Cain and the Royals beat the Mets 7-2 to win the World Series.

“I never thought I’d have a chance to play in the World Series or in an All-Star Game. So I have just tried to pay my dues 
and continue to come out here and work hard, play hard, and do the best I can, on and off the field,” said Cain.

TCC alum Lorenzo Cain is a champion 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (50 FOR 50)

Tallahassee Democrat - January 18, 2016
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WCTV -
January 20, 2016

Forty student-athletes earn 
fall academic accolades at TCC 

WCTV

During the recently completed Fall 2015 semester at 
Tallahassee Community College, a total of 40 student-
athletes earned honors recognition for their work in 
the classroom.

The following student-athletes were named to the 
President’s List (4.0 GPA): Kyle Cavanaugh, baseball; 
Elisa Cecchetti, softball; Alex Cook, softball.

The following student-athletes were named to the 
Dean’s List (3.5-3.99 GPA): Casey Durham, softball; 
Zach Featherstone, baseball; Kristin Gunter, softball; 
Octavio Marin, baseball; Bret Maxwell, baseball; Alyssa 
Nesmith, softball; Craig Olson, baseball.

The following student-athletes were named to the 
Honor’s List (3.0-3.49 GPA): Madisen Blair, softball; 
Deion Bute, men’s basketball; Zach Chappell, baseball; 
Grayson Elmer, student manager; Jackson Garber, 
baseball; Ross Gardner, baseball; Destiny Glass, 
student trainer; Austin Grimes, men’s basketball; 
Chase Hahnemann, baseball; Kiara Johnson, softball; 
Ryan Johnson, men’s basketball; Tyler Kinard, baseball; 
Raya Moncus, softball; Rion Murrah, baseball; 
Khayreyah Parrish, softball; Deyvid Silva, baseball; 
Kyle Taddeo, baseball; Caleb Wegner, baseball; Mac 
Wilson, baseball.

The following student-athletes received 
Presidential Merit Recognition (students who are in 
developmental courses and complete a minimum of 
six hours with a 4.0 GPA): Brooke Bates, softball.

The following student-athletes received Merit 
Recognition (students who are in developmental 
courses and complete a minimum of six hours with a 
3.0-3.99 GPA): Skylar Arias, baseball; Brooks Buckler, 
baseball; Manny Chavarria, baseball; Emani Clough, 
women’s basketball; Lwal Dung, men’s basketball; 
Lindsay John, women’s basketball; Nicholas Marchese, 
baseball; Josh Nothdorft, baseball; DamiAnn Prehay, 
men’s basketball; Bryan Scheker, baseball.

TCC Athletics honor students were recognized during 
Tuesday’s basketball doubleheader against Gulf Coast 
State College.

Self-taught artist and Tallahassee Community College 
alumnus Harry M. Fordham III rediscovered his artistic 
talents during incarceration at the Leon County Jail, 
turning to paper to create a pencil drawing for nearly 
every day of his incarceration. A selection of his 
artwork—offering a glimpse into Fordham’s ability to 
capture images of loved ones, fellow inmates, natural 
scenery and imagined worlds, will be on display at 
the TCC library through March 2016.

The public is invited to attend an opening reception 
for the Fordham exhibit at the TCC library on 
Thursday, January 21, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. The artist 
will attend and briefly tell his story.

For information, contact Kelsie Newman at (850) 201-
6108 or newmank@tcc.fl.edu.

Unique local artist opens 
exhibit at TCC library 

CAPITAL SOUP

Capital Soup -
January 19, 2016



Harry M. Fordham III stood before a crowd in TCC’s library 
Thursday night victorious. A man put through some of 
life’s most arduous trials brought his art to the world and 
told his story at his art exhibit’s opening reception.

Many of Fordham’s pieces are pencil sketches, drawn 
during his time incarcerated. Others are colorful, oil 
on canvas portraits, still lifes and gorgeous lifelike 
landscapes.

Fordham, a veteran who received an honorable discharge 
from the Air Force, found himself in the depths of a severe 
addiction later in life.

“Here I am, 51 years old, in Tallahassee. Lost, confused. 
Every day I got up, and every day I got up just to get high,” 
Fordham recalled, standing at a podium in front of several 
of his works.

Following a 2007 cocaine possession charge, “God saw fit 
to put me in jail,” Fordham said.

Stuck behind bars in Leon County Jail, Fordham was 
unable to be with his siblings or his parents, both sick 
with cancer.

Despite his failures and mistakes, he had grown up in a 
very loving household. 

When his mother died, Fordham turned to art for peace 
of mind.

“One day I saw a picture in the newspaper, and I decided 
to sit down and draw,” Fordham said. “By doing this, it 
took me to another place. It was very therapeutic, it 
helped occupy my mind and my time.”

Fordham began drawing every chance he could and 
gained a reputation as a skilled portrait artist.

However, it wasn’t long after his mother’s passing that his 
father’s condition worsened.

With his father nearing death, Fordham was moved to 
draw a picture of a boy and his father fishing, as well as 
write a letter to give to his father.

He was unable to send them in time. His father died as 
Fordham was again stuck behind bars.

Fordham shared the story of crying on his cot, when a 
fellow inmate and friend suggested he read the letter and 
present the drawing at the funeral home.

Fordham arranged to do so, presenting the photo as 
his father’s viewing and putting the original copy of his 
letter, which detailed how Fordham planned to live up to 
his father’s expectations, in the pocket of the suit he was 
buried in.

Fordham described art as a way of connecting with 
others while serving time.

“Art, for me, it introduced me to a lot of people,” Fordham 
said, adding that he was even “paid” to do portraits 
of fellow inmates’ loved ones.  “Of course when I say 
money, it could have been a bag of chips or a candy bar,” 
Fordham said.

He would draw religious scenes for jailhouse preachers. 
He found it strengthened his faith as well.

After getting out of jail and experiencing a brief period 
of homelessness, Fordham was referred to HOPE 
Community and was offered shelter as he got his life in 
order.

From there, he went to live at the Veterans Village’s 
housing program.

Throughout this time, Fordham was taking classes at TCC. 
He thanked his art professors at the reception.

A 2012 graduate of FAMU, Fordham announced that 
he has plans to pursue a master’s degree in waste 
management in the future.

The art of incarceration 
Ex-inmate shares how drawing led to “another place” behind bars
RYAN DAILEY 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Democrat - January 22, 2016
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Historic images to debut at 
opening of Archive Gallery 
Exhibit at TCC 

NOODLS USA

Tallahassee Community College’s 50 anniversary 
celebration continues with the opening of its Archive 
Gallery Exhibit on Thursday, January 28. The exhibit, 
which will remain on display throughout 2016, will 
showcase 50 years of history at the College with a 
special collection of images pulled from its archives, 
some of which have never been published.

The event will be hosted by TCC President Jim 
Murdaugh from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Fine and 
Performing Arts Center on the main campus.

‘The photos and documents we pulled from the 
archives, some of which dated back years before the 
doors even opened, were a wonderful reminder of 
our rich history and the significance of our institution,’ 
said Murdaugh in a recent blog.

The College will also premier a short film entitled, 
‘Celebrating a Legacy, Building a Future,’ in honor 
of the 50 anniversary. All members of the public are 
welcome to attend.

For more information about TCC’s 50 anniversary, 
visit www.50.tcc.fl.eduor contact the Office of 
Communications and Marketing at (850) 201-6049 or 
communications@tcc.fl.edu.

Noodls -
January 25, 2016

Capital Soup -
January 25, 2016

TCC invites start-ups to 
participate in free business 
incubator program 

CAPITAL SOUP

Tallahassee Community College, in partnership with 
the Tallahassee Downtown Improvement Authority, 
is seeking start-up businesses to participate in its free 
business incubator program.

This program is part of the Retail Career Pathways 
Initiative at TCC, which helps prepare students for 
careers in retail and retail management. The goal of 
the business incubator program is to support the 
launch, growth, stabilization and long-term success of 
businesses in Leon and surrounding counties.

“Great downtowns have great retail. We believe that 
retail has a strong future in downtown Tallahassee,” 
said Jay Revell, executive director of the Tallahassee 
Downtown Improvement Authority. “Systems like this 
are what generate opportunities for new and exciting 
retail functions in our city.”

TCC is accepting applications for the program until 
February 29. Six participants will receive space at the 
Saturday Downtown Marketplace for a period of three 
months to do a soft launch of their business. Mentors 
from the local business community will present 
developmental workshops to help participants 
throughout their business planning process.

At the end of the three-month period, each 
participant will present a capstone project and pitch 
to a review committee and potential investors. One 
participant will be chosen to continue launching 
his or her business for six months at the TCC Capitol 
Center free of charge. The winner will also receive 
a scholarship to participate in the Tallahassee/Leon 
County Entrepreneurial Excellence Program and 
a one-year paid membership to the Florida Retail 
Federation.

Applicants must have at least one professional 
certification from the National Retail Federation 
in either Customer Service and Sales, Advanced 
Customer Service and Sales, or Retail Management 
Operations. TCC offers training to receive these 
certifications, and many courses can be completed in 
one day.



Tallahassee Community College on Monday introduced its annual African-American History Calendar during a 
community program in Turner Auditorium.

And, in keeping with the college celebrating its 50th anniversary all year, the 2016 Cherry Hall Alexander African-
American History Calendar features a local organization each month, as well as a look back on the inclusion of African-
Americans on campus, according to TCC.

The theme for the calendar is “Tallahassee Community College: 50 Years of African-American Memories”.

Monday night’s ceremony was hosted by WCTV journalists Shonda Knight and A. J. Hilton. Alexander, former director 
of the TCC library, and TCC President Jim Murdaugh were also expected to attend.

The Distinguished Young Gentlemen performed, and calendars were distributed to those attending.

The following organizations are featured in the calendar:

TCC Black Student Union

Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club of Tallahassee

Tallahassee Chapter of The Links, Incorporated

Mount Pleasant Primitive Baptist Church

Tallahassee Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority

National Association of University Women, Tallahassee Branch

Tallahassee Area Coalition Center of Excellence

Tallahassee National Hook-Up of Black Women

Capital City Garden Club

The Less Fortunate Still Matters Foundation

Recycle Without Borders

Alpha Upsilon Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority

The calendar will be made available to the public beginning Friday in the TCC library.

For information, contact Vivian Pope at (850) 201-9649 or popev@tcc.fl.edu, or Gregory Williams at (850) 201-6070 or 
williagr@tcc.fl.edu.

TCC’s annual Black History calendar honors anniversary
BYRON DOBSON 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Democrat - January 26, 2016
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Tallahassee Community College and Gadsden County 
moved closer to a new vision of partnership in 2015, as 
construction of a permanent home for TCC in the county 
neared completion. The transition from the Quincy 
House to the new TCC Gadsden Center is expected to 
begin in March 2016. The 4,700-square-foot building 
off Pat Thomas Parkway will offer many of the services 
currently provided at the downtown TCC Quincy House, 
such as GED preparation and English instruction for 
speakers of other languages and a computer lab for the 
use of community members. However, the new center 
will also feature a workforce development lab providing 
training to prepare students for in-demand jobs. The first 
programs will focus on HVAC installation and repair. 

The center will be located next to the CareerSource 
office, making it easier for community members to access 
services that will help them reach their career goals, 
including job training through TCC and job search and 
placement assistance through CareerSource. The location 
reflects the partnership between the workforce board, 
which is committed to getting people into jobs, and TCC, 
which is committed to preparing people for success in the 
workforce. The Gadsden Center will also provide access 
to other services of the college on a scheduled basis, 
such as financial aid and career advising and internship 
placement. The College provided GED and English for 
Speakers of Other Languages instruction to more than 
120 Gadsden County residents in 2015, including 60 
students served at The Quincy House and other Quincy 
locations and the rest online or at the main campus. 
For younger residents, The Quincy House provided 
afterschool tutoring and partnered with Communities in 
Schools of Gadsden to offer academic and enrichment 
services during spring and summer breaks. 

The 21st Century Community Learning Centers are a 
collaboration among TCC, Gadsden County Schools, 
Communities in the Schools, the Gadsden Arts Center 
and Americorps. The initiative provides afterschool, 
weekend, holiday and summer programs at Havana 
Magnet School and Carter-Parramore Academy, with the 
purpose of improving students’ academic performance.

For teens, The Quincy House hosts a chapter of Students 
Against Destructive Decisions in cooperation with 
Gadsden County Schools and also offers the four-hour 
traffic law and substance abuse course required for teen 
drivers.

The Florida Public Safety Institute in Midway is the central 
location for training of law enforcement and corrections 
officers and firefighters for this region of Florida. In 
addition to these basic recruit programs, FPSI provides 
continuing education for more than 60 law enforcement 
agencies. The Institute also hosts the annual Rural 
County Summit along with the Gadsden County Sheriff’s 
Office that brings together members of emergency 
management teams from Florida, Georgia and Alabama 
to learn how to prepare for and respond to natural 
disasters. In 2015, FPSI again hosted advanced training 
seminars such as the Annual Bloodhound Seminar and 
the Annual Instructor Seminar. Finally, each year FPSI 
honors accomplished women and African-Americans 
in criminal justice history with special recognition 
ceremonies.  

Tallahassee Community College celebrates its 50th 
anniversary in 2016, and Gadsden County residents are 
encouraged to join the festivities. On November 10, 2016, 
TCC will host its first annual “turkey shoot” at the Florida 
Public Safety Institute on Highway 90. Additionally, 
several Gadsden residents are subjects of TCC’s “50 for 50” 
alumni profiles, including gospel singer Mary Bush Smith, 
County Commissioner Andy Gay and Tax Collector Dale 
Summerford. To read profiles of notable alumni and for 
information about 50th anniversary events throughout 
TCC’s service area, visit 50.tcc.fl.edu.

TCC workforce initiatives gather steam in Gadsden County 

HAVANA HERALD

Havana Herald - January 28, 2016
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Tallahassee Community College has been mentoring bright minds for 50 years. To commemorate the anniversary, TCC 
put together an exhibit featuring photos from the school’s history.

Out of hundreds of archived photos, members of the communications team selected 50 photos to display.

The photos were enlarged on canvas with a description next to each one. Other photos were streaming from the 
ceiling as giant posters.

The photos feature everything from original buildings, to notable alumni and staff.

Candice Grause is a Digital Communications Specialist at TCC. She says she wants people to know that TCC is more 
than just a school.

“This institution has been such a huge part of this community for more than half a century now,” says Grause. “ It’s had 
an impact on tens of thousands of lives, and I think that these pictures show that history.”

The exhibit is open to the public during TCC’s business hours. It’s located on the first floor of the Fine and Performing 
Arts building.

TCC unveils 50th anniversary photo exhibit
BRITTANY BEDI 
WCTV

WCTV - January 29, 2016
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Archived photos tell the story of Tallahassee Community College 
Photo exhibit is part of 50th anniversary celebration
BYRON DOBSON 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Democrat - January 30, 2016

The scene Thursday evening was reminiscent of 
those large, family holiday gatherings where the host 
decides to pull out decades-old photographs, sparking 
conversations that extend into the night.

Tallahassee Community College opened its Archive 
Gallery Exhibit inside the Fine and Performing Arts 
Center on campus to an admiring audience as part of the 
college’s 50th anniversary celebration that lasts all year.

The gallery features 50 color and black-and-white 
photographs enlarged to poster size by Tallahassee Photo 
and Frame.

One guest of honor was Dorothy “Dot” Binger, the third 
employee hired by the college in 1966, where she started 
as business manager in an office at Park Avenue and 
Duval Street. Academic classes were held in a wing of 
Godby High School.

With limited space, it was suggested that she could work 
from home if that was more convenient.

“I started the college’s accounting records in the 
basement of my home,” Binger, now 91, said. “In 1967, we 
moved out here (Appleyard Drive).”

Binger held various positions in finance and later set up 
the division of applied science, which included nursing, 
dental hygiene, EMS training and other career programs. 
She worked at the college from 1966 to 1991, the last 18 
years as director of applied sciences.

Her daughter, Norma Parrish, an accountant, also 
attended TCC and Binger’s grandson, Thomas Parrish, 36, 
is now enrolled after spending 10 years in the Army.

“It’s wonderful to celebrate 50 years and know that you 
helped to start it,” Binger said of the celebration.

Betty Jensen, who has worked at TCC for 28 years and 
is now international services coordinator, drew several 
friends to one particular photograph from 1976 showing 
her as the Student Government secretary meeting with 
other officers.

She shared the photo with Jim Hinson, TCC’s third 
president, who served from 1983 to 1995.

“Dr. Hinson, come and see me as a student,” Jensen said 
to the man who hired her in 1988.

Jensen said the encouragement she got from TCC 
President Fred Turner to continue her studies at Florida 
State University following TCC “changed my life,” as she 
went on to earn bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
FSU.

The photos extend from groundbreaking at the new 
campus, to classroom photos, sports, student meetings 
and special occasions.

“Diploma in one hand and roses in the other, new 
graduate Kim Rosenberg is all smiles with roommate Judy 
Smith in 1991,” reads one.

Current TCC President Jim Murdaugh said a committee 
reviewed more than 100 images before selecting 50 that 
tell the college’s story.

“It’s a remarkable reminder of the things we are so proud 
of with our institution,” he said.

The exhibit will be displayed throughout the year.
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Tallahassee Community College is seeking employers 
to participate in its Spring Part-Time Job Fair on 
March 2, 2016, from 9 a.m. to noon. 

More than 280 people attended the job fair last 
spring. Employers looking to fill part-time positions or 
internships should attend. 

Details and registration are available online at www.
tccfuturelink.com/events or by calling (850) 201-9970. 
Space is limited.

Capital Soup -
February 1, 2016

TCC seeks employers for 
spring part-time job fair 

CAPITAL SOUP

Tallahassee Community College’s Adult Education 
Program has begun offering an afternoon GED 
preparation program at its Quincy House location in 
downtown Quincy, Fla.

The new classes are offered Monday through 
Thursday, from 2 to 5 p.m. The morning classes 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the same days will remain 
unchanged.

Enrollment is open throughout the spring semester. 
Interested persons should apply for admission to TCC 
and take the TABE placement exam.

For information, contact the Quincy House at (850) 
558-3620 or the Adult Education Program at (850) 
201-8760 or ae@tcc.fl.edu.

TCC offers GED courses in 
downtown Quincy 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (CAMPUS NOTES)

Tallahassee Democrat -
February 1, 2016



Tallahassee Democrat - February 1, 2016

Severance looks back at career at the Capitol 
Sergeant-at-arms, service to country part of history 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (50 FOR 50)

After 40 years of working at the Florida Senate, Donald Severance was one of the most trusted figures in the Capitol. 
As the sergeant-at-arms for 15 of those years, he was chiefly responsible for maintaining order and security in the 
Senate chamber.

Severance has a long history of service. Originally from Live Oak, Fla., he served in the National Guard and is a veteran 
of the first Gulf War. He was also a member of the Florida National Guard Rifle and Pistol Team for more than 20 years. 

When Severance began working for the Senate as a 21-year-old assistant sergeant-at-arms in 1976, he also decided to 
tackle the next challenge of his life and head back to school at Tallahassee Community College.

“I wanted to further my education and I knew TCC was a good school. When I got off work here, I’d go to TCC and stay 
there ‘til about 10 o’clock at night.”

In addition to taking academic classes, Severance attended the Pat Thomas Law Enforcement Academy, which is now 
also part of TCC. He credits the Academy with teaching him how to be professional and deal with different types of 
people, a skill he used extensively during his long career at the Capitol.

Though he eventually rose through the ranks to become sergeant-at-arms, Severance reflected back to a time at TCC 
when he wasn’t so sure of his skills. He hated English class in high school, so when he was told to write a paper in a 
class at TCC, he decided to write about a topic that interested him—dove hunting.

“The teacher said, talking about all the papers, ‘I’ve got one here that was a really good paper and I wanted to read it.’ 
And she started reading my paper! It just embarrassed me for the class, but I’ll always remember that.”

Looking back, Severance is grateful for the instructors who supported him. He retired in November 2015 to a room full 
of congratulatory senators who wrote a resolution honoring his legacy.

“It’s been a great experience and it’s kind of bittersweet to retire.”
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A recent market study by the Tallahassee Downtown Improvement Authority revealed residents want to see more 
retail businesses.

It just so happens Tallahassee Community College received a grant that could help meet that need. The two 
organizations have partnered to launch a free business incubator program that will prepare students for a career in 
retail and retail management. TCC is accepting applications until Feb. 29 for interested startup businesses.

Kim Moore, vice president for workforce development at TCC, said the goal is to “build or create knowledgeable 
entrepreneurs.”

“There is a process for entry,” Moore explained. The program was in response to “what we’re seeing in our economic 
ecosystem” and the timing appears right for retail and commerce to flourish, she said. Applicants must have at least 
one professional certification from the National Retail Federation in customer service and sales, retail management 
operations or advanced customer service and sales.

According to TCC, six participants will hone their retail skillsoperating their own vendor stalls at the Saturday 
Downtown Marketplace for a three-month period so they can launch their businesses.

Local business owners will serve as mentors and present workshops. At the end of three months, each incubator 
business will pitch plans to a committee of investors. The winner gets a scholarship in the Tallahassee/Leon County 
Entrepreneurial Excellence Program, offered through the Chamber of Commerce, and a one year membership to the 
Florida Retail Federation.

“We said there’s plenty of people in the community who’ve wanted to pursue some kind of retail idea or career. Let’s 
find a partner, which we did,” said Downtown Improvement Authority Executive Director Jay Revell.

“I think what we’ve put together is a really, really cool opportunity for someone who’s sat around and said, ‘I wish I had 
a store’ or ‘I wish I had some kind of retail operation that would be cool and unique to this community’ but they don’t 
know where to start.”

Groups partner for free business incubator program
TAMARYN WATERS 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Democrat - February 2, 2016
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TCC chosen to compete for Aspen Prize 

CAPITAL SOUP

Tallahassee Community College is one of a select group of colleges eligible to compete for the Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excellence. The selection places TCC among the nation’s 150 best community colleges in a list that 
was announced on January 26 by The Aspen Institute.

The Aspen Prize recognizes institutions for exceptional student outcomes related to student learning, certificate and 
degree completion, employment and earnings, and access and success for minority and low-income students. The 150 
top colleges were selected from more than 1,000 possible candidates throughout the United States. Those institutions 
are now eligible to submit a second-round application in hopes of becoming one of the Aspen Prize finalists and 
competing for $1 million in prize money. The winner of the 2015 prize received $800,000.

The Aspen Prize is awarded every two years, and the 2017 prize will be the fourth awarded. The competition was 
announced in October 2010 at a White House Community College Summit. The Aspen Prize is supported by the 
Joyce Foundation, the Kresge Foundation and the Siemens Foundation.

“There are exceptional community colleges across our country providing students with a high-quality, affordable 
education that leads to good careers and strong economic opportunity,” said Josh Wyner, executive director of the 
Aspen Institute College Excellence Program. “Through this competition, we’re working to inspire community colleges 
and help them understand how to ensure that more students succeed.”

Tallahassee Community College is now preparing its second round application for the prize. TCC will submit data by 
March 4 demonstrating how much students learn, how many students complete their programs on time, and how 
well students do in the job market after graduation. In the fall, a committee made up of former community college 
presidents, respected researchers and policy experts will name 10 finalists. Teams will then visit each finalist institution 
to obtain additional information and will announce the winner in early 2017.

“This is a prestigious recognition. It reflects our commitment to constantly improve our programs by measuring their 
impact on student success,” said TCC President Jim Murdaugh. “The Aspen Prize process gives us another opportunity 
to look at our data, reflect on what we are doing and learn from other outstanding community colleges.”

Capital Soup - February 3, 2016
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Feleccia Moore-Davis, Tallahassee Community 
College’s new Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, was last week’s Quincy Rotary Club 
speaker.

Moore-Davis spoke about the school’s assets and new 
programs.

TCC will be initiating a four-year degree in nursing 
and their first offering for a bachelor’s degree, she 
said.

There are 14,000 students that now attend TCC with 
70 percent of them transferring to a university after 
graduation.

One important statistic that Moore-Davis stated was 
that over 84 percent of TCC students who receive 
A.S. degrees and credit certificates get jobs after 
completion.

TCC Provost speaks to Rotary 
Club
BYRON SPIRES 
HAVANA HERALD

A Tallahassee Community College alumnus who 
is now a graduate student at the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University is 
coming home to share his tale.

Adam LaRose, who graduated from TCC in 2010 
with an Associate in Arts degree in political science, 
will speak on Thursday, February 4, at 3 p.m. in the 
Pankowski Honors Lounge. The presentation is part 
of the TCC Honors Program’s Distinguished Lecture 
Series.

LaRose credits his time at the College with preparing 
him for success at Florida State University and his 
eventual acceptance to Harvard.

“TCC did so much for me not only in an academic 
sense, but in social, professional and psychological 
ways,” said LaRose. “The College gave me the ability to 
be confident, instilled in me the value of competition, 
and taught me not to be afraid to set goals and 
aspirations as high and far as one can imagine.”

LaRose’s path to Cambridge, Mass., began in August 
2008, shortly after he graduated from Leon High 
School. During his two years at TCC, LaRose was 
elected vice president of the Honors Program and 
served as a United States Senate intern.

LaRose is pursuing a master’s degree in public policy 
at Harvard, with a specific focus in social policy. He 
will discuss his journey from TCC to Harvard and his 
experiences at an Ivy League university.

For information, visit the Honors Program’s website at 
www.tcc.fl.edu/honors.

TCC alum, Harvard grad 
student LaRose to speak 

CAPITAL SOUP

Havana Herald - 
February 4, 2016

Capital Soup - 
February 4, 2016



Tallahassee Community College is one of 150 colleges across the country selected to compete for $1 million that goes 
to the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence winner.

The recognition to TCC was announced recently by The Aspen Institute’s listing TCC among the top 150 community 
colleges. Chipola College in Marianna also made the list.

To achieve The Aspen Prize, colleges are graded for academic achievement, completion of certificate and degree 
programs, employment following graduation and the college’s record for accepting and graduating minority and low-
income students.

The January announcement makes the fourth time TCC has been nominated for the award.

“This is a prestigious recognition,” TCC President Jim Murdaugh said. “It reflects our commitment to constantly improve 
our programs by measuring their impact on student success. The Aspen Prize process gives us another opportunity to 
look at our data, reflect on what we are doing and learn from other outstanding community colleges.”

TCC and Chipola are among 14 colleges in the Florida College System meeting standards for the award.

The Aspen Award is granted every two years. Chipola, as has TCC, has been included each term: 2011, 2013, 2015 and 
2017.

“We are proud to be nominated for the Aspen Prize for a fourth time. This nomination affirms that Chipola College is 
committed to improving our educational programs to ensure student success,” Chipola President Jason Hurst said in a 
release.

Colleges selected to compete for the big money will submit more detailed information on their success to The Aspen 
Institute by March 4. Teams will visit each college for a review and the winner will be announced at the beginning of 
next year.

TCC is in running for The Aspen Prize and $1 million 
Marianna’s Chipola College also makes the list
BYRON DOBSON 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Democrat - February 6, 2016
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Tallahassee Democrat - February 8, 2016

Alexanders found each other at TCC 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (50 FOR 50)

Lorenzo and Cherry Alexander are among Tallahassee Community College’s many notable alumni. Cherry Hall 
Alexander, a native of Monticello, Fla., began her college career as a TCC student and eventually returned to her alma 
mater in 1999 as director of library services. Lorenzo Alexander was a member of Godby High School’s first graduating 
class in 1970. Attracted to the affordable tuition costs and smaller classes, he continued his studies at TCC and 
graduated in 1973. The two met at TCC. 

“She was working as a student in the administrative office when I was trying to register for classes,” recalled Lorenzo 
Alexander of their first meeting in 1970. During their time at TCC, both took chorus and performed with the TCC choir. 

After graduation, Cherry continued her education in library science at Florida State University. Lorenzo earned 
his bachelor’s degree in civil engineering technology at Florida A & M University, then studied urban and regional 
planning at FSU. The Alexanders married in 1976. Their two sons, Antron and Ramon, also attended TCC. 

Lorenzo Alexander dedicated his career to designing and managing the most efficient ways to move people and 
products throughout Florida, be it mass transit, rail, sea or air. He joined the Florida Department of Transportation in 
1973, distinguishing himself in roadway construction, public transportation and transportation planning. As Florida’s 
seaport manager from 2000 until he retired in 2008, Alexander served as the state government liaison and financing 
partner for Florida’s 14 deepwater seaports.

Alexander knew early on that he wanted to pursue a career that incorporated design. In eighth grade, he found a 
mentor in his mathematics teacher, the late Ed Howard. “He made math so simple,” said Alexander. Their paths crossed 
again when Howard taught mathematics at TCC. The Ed Howard Scholarship is still awarded to a TCC student who is 
interested in studying mathematics or mathematics education. 

The Alexanders have been active in retirement. Lorenzo serves as chair of the board of directors for the Florida A & M 
Federal Credit Union as well as the Tallahassee International Airport Advisory Committee. Cherry volunteers at Miracle 
Hill Nursing and Rehabilitative Center and with Club 25, which is made up of honorees of the Tallahassee Democrat’s 
25 Women You Need to Know program.
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Tallahassee Community College is holding 
information sessions for its new Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing degree program, set to start May 6. The 
program is accredited by the Commission on Colleges 
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

The program is designed for licensed registered 
nurses who already hold an Associate in Science 
degree in nursing. Courses will be offered online, 
allowing students to move through the program at a 
comfortable, guided pace. 

Information sessions are set for February 22 at 8 a.m. 
and March 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ghazvini Center for 
Healthcare Education at 1528 Surgeons Drive. 

For information, call (850) 558-4500 or write to 
healthedu@tcc.fl.edu.

Several TCC faculty and staff members completed 
extensive training to become certified global 
career development facilitators through the Center 
for Credentialing & Education. They include Catie 
Goodman, Felicia Williams, Tanya Hargrove, Christy 
Mantzanas, Li Pon, Patrick McDermott, Nancy 
Donovan and Karen Burke Hill.

TCC staff certified as career 
development facilitators 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (CAMPUS NOTES)

TCC hosts information sessions for 
bachelor’s degree nursing program 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (CAMPUS NOTES)

Tallahassee Democrat -
February 8, 2016

Tallahassee Democrat -
February 8, 2016
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To coincide with Women’s History Month, Tallahassee 
Community College will host its annual Building 
Legacies Women’s Leadership Summit on March 1, 
2016, from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Goodwood Museum 
and Gardens.

This year’s summit will be focused on 
entrepreneurship. The program will feature female 
entrepreneurs who will share their stories, successes 
and words of wisdom and allow attendees to explore 
their own passions and entrepreneurial aspirations.

Christine Urban, executive director of Domi Station, 
will moderate the panel. Kay Stephenson, co-
founder, president and CEO of Datamaxx Applied 
Technologies, will deliver the keynote address.

Guest speakers include Laura Johnson, president of 
Coton Colors, Cynthia Kimble, a physician and owner 
of Kimble Family Medicine, and Shannon Moore, 
owner of F.U.E.L. Nutrition Consulting, managing 
partner of Paisley Cafe and managing owner of GMT 
Pubs. The event is sponsored by the Tallahassee 
Democrat, Prime Meridian Bank, Thurman Law Firm 
and Club 25. The event is hosted by TCC’s Division of 
Workforce Development and the TCC Foundation.

Preregistration is required. Tickets are $30 and may be 
purchased at TCCWomenInLeadership.com. Check-in 
begins at 8 a.m. and a continental breakfast will be 
provided. For information, contact Ranie Thompson 
at (850) 201-6074 or thompsor@tcc.fl.edu.

Adam LaRose, a Tallahassee Community College and 
Leon High School alumnus who is now a graduate 
student at the John F. Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University shared his story with TCC 
students, faculty and staff on Thursday.

LaRose covered a variety of topics ranging from his 
humble beginnings in Tallahassee to his collegiate 
experiences at TCC, FSU and Harvard. He stressed his 
emphasis on hard work and determination at each of 
those academic stops.

“If I wasn’t going to succeed on campus,” LaRose said 
of his time at TCC, “it wasn’t going to be for a lack of 
effort.”

LaRose explained the difference between ambitions 
and aspirations, saying an ambition is something 
desired while an aspiration is something one wishes 
to give. He also advised students to pay attention 
to how people react when they are discussing their 
future goals.

During his two years at TCC, LaRose was elected vice 
president of the Honors Program and served as a 
United States Senate intern. He is pursuing a master’s 
degree in public policy at Harvard, with a specific 
focus in social policy.

Toward the end of his lecture, LaRose encouraged 
the students not only to recognize their privilege of 
receiving an education at TCC, but also to pass that 
opportunity on to others.

“You have the luxury to sit here in these seats,” he 
said, “and to expand your minds in a way that so many 
others yearn for. And in my opinion, because you 
have been afforded that luxury, you have some sort of 
obligation to make sure others do too, however you 
feel it should be accomplished.”

TCC to host annual women’s 
leadership summit in March 

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

TCC alum, Harvard grad student 
LaRose speaks at alma mater 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT (CAMPUS NOTES)
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Members of the public can get a close-up look at the new Wakulla Environmental Institute at a ribbon-cutting event 
on Monday, February 15, at 3:45 p.m. Attendees may tour the building and learn about its environmentally-friendly 
features, taste oysters raised by WEI students, and enjoy brief speeches by Florida Senator Bill Montford and others.

The WEI is part of Tallahassee Community College and is expected to bring together education, conservation 
and recreation in a way that stimulates economic development in Wakulla County. The Green Guide Certification 
program will be based at WEI, as well programs in environmental science technology, oyster farming, forest and land 
conservation, hospitality and ecotourism management, and environmental drone operations. The executive director 
of WEI is Bob Ballard.

The WEI is located at 170 Preservation Way in Crawfordville, about 3.1 miles south of the TCC Wakulla Center, which is 
housed in the Centennial Bank Building on Crawfordville Highway.

For information, contact Al Moran at morana@tcc.fl.edu or (850) 201-6079.

Capital Soup - February 8, 2016

TCC hosts ribbon cutting for Wakulla Environmental Institute 

CAPITAL SOUP
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A Tallahassee Community College and Leon High School 
alumnus who is now a graduate student at the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University 
shared his story with TCC students, faculty and staff on 
Thursday.

Adam LaRose, who graduated from TCC in 2010 with an 
Associate in Arts degree in political science, spoke before 
an intimate crowd in the Pankowski Honors Lounge as 
part of the TCC Honors Program’s Distinguished Lecture 
Series.

LaRose covered a variety of topics ranging from his 
humble beginnings in Tallahassee to his collegiate 
experiences at TCC, FSU and Harvard. He stressed his 
emphasis on hard work and determination at each of 
those academic stops.

“If I wasn’t going to succeed on campus,” LaRose said of 
his time at TCC, “it wasn’t going to be for a lack of effort.”

LaRose explained the difference between ambitions and 
aspirations, saying an ambition is something desired 
while an aspiration is something one wishes to give. He 
also advised students to pay attention to how people 
react when they are discussing their future goals.

“When you start telling people around you, in your circles, 
at your jobs, in your classes, or even in your families 
that you want to fly in space, find a cure for cancer, be 
Secretary of State or President, or whatever it is, you will 
begin to see who is on your team,” he said.

In addition to suggestions for success, LaRose’s lecture 
featured numerous personal anecdotes, such as a 
recounting of the moment he called his mother to share 
his acceptance to the Kennedy School at Harvard.

“It was a moment that I will never ever forget,” LaRose 
said, his voice trembling with emotion. “This was the 
epitome of what my parents worked so hard for.”

During his two years at TCC, LaRose was elected vice 
president of the Honors Program and served as a United 
States Senate intern. He is pursuing a master’s degree in 
public policy at Harvard, with a specific focus in social 
policy.

Toward the end of his lecture, LaRose encouraged the 
students not only to recognize their privilege of receiving 
an education at TCC, but also to pass that opportunity on 
to others.

“You have the luxury to sit here in these seats,” he said, 
“and to expand your minds in a way that so many others 
yearn for. And in my opinion, because you have been 
afforded that luxury, you have some sort of obligation to 
make sure others do too, however you feel it should be 
accomplished.”

TCC alum, Harvard grad student LaRose speaks at alma mater 

CAPITAL SOUP
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TCCPD investigating campus sexual assault
KARL ETTERS 
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Community College Police Department is investigating a sexual assault that took place Tuesday morning 
at the school’s Ghazvini Center for Health Education.

Around 10:30 a.m., a female student reported she had been sexually assaulted at the Surgeons Drive campus. The 
woman has some knowledge of the suspect’s identity, said TCCPD Chief Chris Summers in an email to the TCC 
community.

TCCPD is working with the Tallahassee Police Department to identify the man.

He is described as a black man in his 20s or 30s, 5-foot 10-inches tall and weighing 145 pounds. He was last seen 
wearing a black sweater, blue jeans and Ray Ban style sunglasses.

The man left the scene in a smaller, dark-colored 4-door vehicle, according to TCCPD.

“I would recommend students continue to be cautious about their surroundings,” Summers said in his email. “TCCPD 
will provide enhanced patrol to our campus areas of the next several days during class hours.”

Anyone with information is asked to contact TCCPD at (850) 201-6100 or TPD at (850) 891-4200.
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Tallahassee Community College will commemorate 
African-American History Month with special events 
throughout February.

On Tuesday, February 16, the Florida Public Safety 
Institute will host the Ninth Annual Black History 
Month Breakfast at 8:30 a.m., with a media meet-and-
greet scheduled for 8 a.m.

The theme for this year’s breakfast is “Sites of African-
American Memories in Public Safety.” Breakfast will be 
held at the FPSI Conference Center.

TCC will host the African-American History Health 
Fair on Friday, February 19, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the Student Union Ballroom on the College’s main 
campus. The fair will cover a variety of topics to raise 
awareness and encourage healthy living habits.

To round out the month, the African-American History 
Month Committee will present the annual Soul Food 
Fest and Gospel Extravaganza Saturday, February 27, 
at 5 p.m. in the Student Union Ballroom.

All events are free to attend and open to the public 
and media.

For information, contact Vivian Pope at (850) 201-
9649 or popev@tcc.fl.edu, or Gregory Williams at (850) 
201-8361 or williagr@tcc.fl.edu.

Free financial seminar will be 
Feb. 16 

WAKULLA NEWS

Are you into financial fitness? The Tallahassee Lender’s 
Consortium will help you get in shape at a special 
seiminar – Home Buyer Readinesss and Financial 
Fitness on Tuesday, Feb. 16 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the TCC 
Wakulla Center.

Do you need help with your credit? Are you interested 
in buying your first home? Do you want more money 
in your pocket? Then come to this free event.

The TCC Wakulla Center is located at 2932 
Crawfordville Hwy. For information call 222-6609 ext. 
100.

Wakulla News -
February 11, 2016

Capital Soup -
February 10, 2016

TCC announces African-American 
History Month Events 

CAPITAL SOUP



We were off to a great start with our first monthly 
networking luncheon of the new year, hosted by TCC/
Wakulla Environmental Institute. We hope that part of 
the amazing record of 88 attending came for the great 
company and Mary’s bubbly personality but, everyone 
knows that Ms. Thu at Kast Net brings on the goods, and 
dessert!

Bob Ballard, Executive Director of WEI greeted the 
crowd, and let us know that the new building is just 
about ready to move in, and will be hosting a ribbon 
cutting/Grand Opening Feb. 15 at 3:45 p.m., 170 
Preservation Way (3.1 miles past Centennial Bank). Join 
us at this event for a taste of oysters, grown by WEI 
students. The February luncheon is scheduled to be 
hosted at this new facility also.

Mary introduced our incoming president, Dustin Grubbs 
before our attendants introduced their guests.  Dr. Rachel 
Sutz Pienta had invited the American Cancer Society 
Wakulla Community Manager, Kelsea Clark. Kelsea is in 
charge of the Relay for Life from noon until midnight, 
April 30.

Our spotlight was on Wakulla Realty. Owner/broker Sonya 
Hall shared that Wakulla Realty was bought in 1999, and 
was formed by Susie Tooke in 1986. Susie remains at 
the company as a broker. Wakulla Realty sells real estate 
but is also a property management company. Sonya 
also introduced her staff  – Karen Williams, Kathy O’Neal 
and Victoria Osborne. Sonya or any of her staff can be 
reached at (850) 926.5084. The March spotlight will be on 
American Cancer Society.

Sara Daw won the cash drawing. Charlean Lanier asked 
to share information on any known homeless people in 
Wakulla to get as close to an accurate count as possible. 
Bill Snowden with The Wakulla News invited everyone to 
the 18th Annual Valentine’s Day celebration and parade, 
and the Cupid Run/walk. Entry forms and links to the race 
can be found on the Chamber website.

Mary also made everyone aware of our 6th annual Low 
Country Boil set for April 2 at 3Y Ranch.

Each January, Cook Insurance and one of Mary’s premier 
companies, Olympus, gives a special treat, a bottle of 

wine from a Florida winery “Chautauqua” in Defuniak 
Springs. This year’s label was themed “May the Force be 
with you.”

Thanks to individual and businesses for their contribution 
to our drawing: Centennial Bank, Petra Shuff, Root 
319 Salon, John Shuff, Wakulla Realty, Jim Wetherton 
Marketing, American Cancer Society, Thrivent Financial, 
Wakulla Insurance, Lionel and Marianne Dazevedo, 
Keith Key Heating & Air, Eden Springs Rehab and 
Nursing Facility, Waypoint Realty, Family Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Shepard Accounting, and The 
Wakulla News.

Lunch at TCC, catered by Kast Net
PETRA SHUFF 
WAKULLA NEWS

Wakulla News - February 11, 2016
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Basketball Times - February 2016
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Capital Outlook - January 14-27, 2016
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Tallahassee Magazine - January-February 2016
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